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SUMMARY: Attendance by govermment officlals at the celebration of Soviet
National Day, November 7, was so sparse as to constitute a definite smub. No
Rational Day of any country, however large or small has been treated in so ecavalier
a mormer in Butma since Independence. The reception was also characterized by
attendance of large mumbersjof Communists and Communist-fronters, including welle
known ﬁ_gums whose presenceé was, in itself; sufficient to diseourrge attendance by
meny members of the govermment, Attitudes and incidents observed justify interpro-
tatlon of the Burmese goverfment's handling of this reception as further evidence
that Burmese ®peutralism® ig indeed relative, snd that Burma 1s not so neutral as
to broock such interference in her internal affairs by a foreign power as that
;tvideneed by the intimacy of the Russlan Frbassy with the BWPP apd Commie~front

eaders,

attendence  State Dept.ideclassification instructions on file

Russian Charge d'Affaipes DYUKAREV told U KHIN MAUNG, Protocol Officer of the
Foreign Office, that one thousand invitations had been extended to attend the
celebration at the Strand Hetel on November 7, It is safe to say that at no time
were there more than five mndred people present at the celebration, so thai,
alloving for early departurés; there may have been approximately fifty-five percent
attendance. Thls is nelther very good, nor reslly very bad for a reception of this
sort in Burmsa,

;

The most interesting omenon was the almost eomplete lack of high Burmese
goverment members and highicivil servants, Sac HKUN HKIO, the Foreign Minister,
whose attendance was dictated by protoeol, was liferally the only member of the
Cabinet present. Sao SHWE KE, Speaker of the House of Nationalities, was the
next ranking govermment offielal at the reception. An officer of the Embassy asked
U Khin Maung abou% the other members of the Cabinet by name and when U Khin Maung
confirmed the belief that they were mot there, asked him why. U Khin Maung did not
answer, but vhen i1t -me suggested that it might be because the government offiecials
would prefer not to meet U BA NYEIN, U THEIR FE MYINT, Thakin IWIN and Thakin
KODAW EMATNG (above-ground Communist leaders), all of whom were present, he
Taughed gaily in such a way as to imply that the Embassy officer had hit the pail
on the head, When asked whether he had spoken to any of the aforementioned gentlie~
men himself, U Khin Maung answered that he had been ordered to atiend this party and
make his presence kmown to the Russian Charge d'Affaires. He said that once b had
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r done that he considersd his duty accomplished. He said his only object from
that time forvmrd was to have a good time, and this did not inelude talking to
Communists. He said thet U TUN SHEIN, Permanent Secretary of the Foreign Office,
who had also been ordered to be present; viewed the matter in the same light,

He ealled mxattention to the fact that there were no Justices of the Supreme
Court present, and that U KEIN MAUNG PYU, Chief Secretary of the Govermment, had
also stayed away, although requested to attend,

His Lordship, the Meyor of Rangoon wes there but found himself almost
comrletely isolated from the Commnists and Communist—front groups who formed more
than half of the erowd, because of the fact that he had been required by the
AFFFL to lead the scber TUC(B) celsbration of 4he Great October Revolution which
was held in comvetition with the rabble~rousing (armie-front BTUC celebration,
Apparently, his past kindneszes in throwing open the City Hall to "peace® rallies
and Chinese Commnist eelebrations were not enough to offset this,

The presence of the Chinese Ambessador, who had returned to Rangoon the
preceding dey without fanfare, was & feature of the reception and the faet he

frbassador Sultaruddin ARMED of Palistap vho had been acting Dean in the absence
of the Chingse Ambassador, At the moment of the toast, the only Ambasssador in
attendance was the Chinese Ambassador,

;

Accordiing to U MYAT SUE, Kayah State Secretary, the large and rather
gathering off gaungbaung-less individusls included the directorates of the Commie-
front groupd and Commnist cells from mll sections of Rongoon, including the
Uriversity.: A Chinese Communist women®s group was also represented.®

The Toast

the Communists and Comminist~fronters were not going to be still, he literally

hollered into the mierophone that he took pleesure in offering a toast to "Him

Excellency the President of the Presidiim of the USSR", (He used the initisls s not

emunciating the entire country peme. In view of the Foreign Ministeris sensitivity
- %o protocoly this 1s a sigrificent indication of his attitude.) The gathering

was then regaled with a recording of the "Red Flagh which was played three times

in full, After Dyukarev proposed a toast to the President of Burma, a 1little

snateh, hardly ten gecords long, of the tail end of the Burmese national anthem

was played. U Khin Maung s2id to the reporting officer at this point, 7It is

asy to see which s he bigger countryi®

L2 . OLLicer that sy
. sBurmese headdress, to be
a badge of Tespectability and support of the govermment, Loesl Commies do not
wear gaungbsungs exeept whan appearing in Parliement as members of the BWWP
—opnosition,
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—the British Enbessy down to $he last Third Seeretary had been lnmvited, incl

the representatives of the Byitish Couneil. This appears to be in line with the
current Russian attempt %o ve & wodge between Greast Britain and the Unlted
States by implying that the tish are more friendly to the Russians than is
the United States. Mr., Onslow did not say how many officers had been Invited;
it is estimeted that the mumber was around tventy, in contrast to the seven who
were invited from the Amriean Erbassy.

The Yugoslays ‘

In somevhat bad taste, ﬁhe Yugoslav Charge, Mr. SIMIC, attended the recep-
tion apparently with the intention of making remarks of questionsble taste
concerning the large mmber of "unwashed" who were present. The reporting
of ficer did not speak 4o Simie, but heard asbout this from two different British
Individuals who were thexre,

Conelusions

+ile this Bmbasgsy has for some time been of the opinion that there is an
ocbservable trend over the last six years in Burme in the direction of closer
friendship with the West and increasing suspicion of Soviet Russia, the overt
signs of displeasure mentioned above were surprising, particularly the boy-
cotting of the reception by the high Cabinet officers and the Justices of the
Supreme Court. It is belleved, however, that it would be possible to atitach
toc much significance to this and that the resson for the sbsences is to found
in the fact that the Burmese govermmsnt had knowledge of the invitetions which
had been sent to BWFP leaders. The reception would in faet appear tc be an
additional bit of evidence that the Bussians and Chinese in Burme have done
themselves much more harm than good by meintsining close relations with loeal
Commrist and Commnlst~front groups whieh are definitely, and overtly,
vorking against the Burmese goverrment. What is of extreme interest is the
faet, brought cut by this reception, that the sttitude of neutrality which
Burmese foreign policy requires in almest all contact with officlal represen~
tatlon of foreign couniries; has its limits, and that the Burmese goverrment
feels that the Communists have presumed too far in their attempt to use this
neutrality for their own emds.

Action requesiedsFlease send coples of this Despateh to Bangkok, New
Delhi; Karachi, Djskarta; Singapore, Taipeil and Moscow.
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Albert B, Franklin
First Secretary of Inbascy
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